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The promise of heaven, glimpsed in the resurrection body of Jesus and 
in the flourishing city, reveals to us the kind of future that makes a 
radical difference today. Those who most believe in the promise of 
heaven are most prepared for a life of significance now. Or to turn that 
around: those most committed to making the world right now are most 
in tune with the promise of heaven. 
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Thinking & talking through the biblical text during the week helps turn 
what God is saying into action steps. Here are some key questions to get 
you started.  

Reflection Questions: 
 What questions and comments did you have about the sermon and 

supporting texts? 
 How can we make sure the gospel doesn’t become reduced to a 

“get out of hell free card” a less than biblical individualistic 
escapism? 

 How do you respond to the quote on the other side of this sheet? 
 How do you respond to the question:  

“What happens after we die – to us – to this planet?” 
 What view(s) of heaven did you grow up with?  

What other views have your heard? 
As a result of this message, has your view changed? 

Read Revelation 21:1-5 
 What do these verses say about the new heaven and the new 

earth? 
Read Romans 8:20-22 
 What do these verses say about…  

o …the current status of our world? 
o …the new heaven and the new earth? 
o …the relationship between the old and the new? 

Read Revelation 22:1-5 
 What do these verses say about the new heaven and the new 

earth? 
Some further statements to reflect on: 
 There is no heaven without the resurrection of Jesus. 
 Near-death and out-of-body experiences are not about heaven. 
 In heaven, everything we be made right. 
 Heaven is full of surprises: 

o We will be surprised by who will be there… but the centre of the 
promise is that Jesus is there. 

o What it will be like… it is a flourishing society (not simple 
individuals going it alone) where everything works as intended 

 Heaven is about our deepest longings, joys, happiness and 
fulfillment. 

 Heaven will be more earthy than spiritual. 


