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Philemon 

 
Key thoughts in Philemon 
1. Slavery has immediate connections to our world. 
2. Power is perennially a problem. 
3. Reconciliation is the message. 
4. Decision is the implication. 
5. The way of the empire is not the way of Christ. 
6. The church is the location of kingdom realities taking form. 
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Talking through the message during the week helps turn what God is 
saying into action steps. 

Read Philemon  
Read this letter through (in several translations).  
The key verse in this short letter is 1:16 “No longer a slave, better than a 
slave, a brother or a sibling.” 
 Who writes this letter? 
 Who is he writing to? 
 Who/what is he writing about? 
 What does he ask the recipient of the letter to do? 
 What is the main message of Philemon? 
 Why is the question of how Philemon treats Onesimus so 

important? 
 What are some of the issues of slavery/power difference today? 
 Pastor Mike said: “Power is not Christian until it is power-for, power-

with, and power-unto.” What does this mean? 
 What does reconciliation mean and look like?  

In this letter? For you? 
 Paul wants Philemon and the church to be gospel-shaped.  

What does this mean for you?  
What does being gospel-shaped look like? 

 Of the 6 statements on the other side, which one(s) strike you the 
most? 

Confession living & functional living.  
 Why do you think we tend to live confessionally rather than both 

confessionally & functionally? 

Next Steps: 
 Imagine this letter is written to you.  

How would you respond to Paul’s request to take back a run-away 
slave? What are some of the implications of this, for you, when you 
have been mistreated, stolen from? 

Read Philemon several times this week. 
 Let the depths of Paul’s gospel-shaped thinking sink in. 
 What area(s) of your life do you confessionally trust God but 

functionally you don’t trust the Lord at all.  
 What is the Lord teaching you and developing in you as you learn to 

walk with him? 
 
 


