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Philemon 

 
Key thoughts in Philemon 
1. Slavery has immediate connections to our world. 
2. Power is perennially a problem. 
3. Reconciliation is the message. 
4. Decision is the implication. 
5. The way of the empire is not the way of Christ. 
6. The church is the location of kingdom realities taking form. 
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Talking through the message during the week helps turn what God is 
saying into action steps. 

Read Philemon  
Read this letter through (in several translations).  
The key verse in this short letter is 1:16 “No longer a slave, better than a 
slave, a brother or a sibling.” 
 How do you see Paul’s pastoral heart in this letter? 
 How do you understand circumstances to be under or within the 

sovereignty and wisdom of God? 
 If this letter was written to you, how would you respond to Paul’s 

request to take back a run-away slave? What are some of the 
implications of this, for you, when you have been mistreated, stolen 
from? 

 Paul says to receive the person who has wronged you like you would 
that other person you have great respect for. This is radically 
different than what our world calls us to do. How can we do this? 

 Why is it so important that we understand the depths of God’s grace 
and forgiveness toward us? 

 Why is our being able to forgive other a sign that we have begun to 
grasp something of God’s forgiveness? 

 Why do continue to play the victim? 
Review the parable of the Prodigal Son | the Father’s Love in Luke 15 
 How easy is it to move from being the younger brother to being the 

older brother? 
 Why do we sometimes do that? 
 Paul wants Philemon and the church to be gospel-shaped.  

What does this mean for you?  
What does being gospel-shaped look like? 

Next Steps: 
Read Philemon several times this week. 
 Let the depths of Paul’s gospel-shaped thinking sink in. 
 The gospel involves reconciliation… do a word search on this word in 

the New Testament. What area(s) do you need to reconcile? 
 What area(s) of your life do you confessionally trust God but 

functionally you don’t trust the Lord at all.  
 What is the Lord teaching you and developing in you as you learn to 

walk with him? 
 
 


