
IDOP – PC | 1 November 2020 
International Day Of Prayer For The Persecuted Church  

 
Read: some verses on suffering and persecution: 

Matthew 11:12; 16:24-25; 24:9-13 
John 15:18-19 
Ephesian 6:12 
Philippians 1:14 
Hebrews 10:32-34 
1 Peter 4:12-14 
Revelation 6:9-11; 12:10-12a; 14:12; 21:3-4 

Living It Out: 
As you read the above verses, which passage(s) stood out to you?  

 Why – in what way?  
 What other verses on suffering and persecution speak to you? 
 How do you respond (emotionally, theologically, practically) when you hear of our brothers and sisters 

being persecuted? 
 Pastor Richard Wurmbrand (1909-2001) endured 14 years of Communist imprisonment and torture in 

his homeland of Romania, said: “Hate the evil systems, but love your persecutors.” 
 Sometimes our response includes hatred towards those who do the persecution. How do you stop 

yourself from going there? 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 26 reminds us that we are one body.  
 What does this mean… for OCC, the church in Orillia, the worldwide church?  
 Do you think that we resist this type of thinking? Why or why not? 
 What do you think it will take for the church (especially the church in the individualized west) to realize 

this? What is your part in this? 

Spend some time praying for our brothers and sisters who are being persecuted.  

If you want some specific requests go to http://www.opendoorsca.org/  

This Week: 
During the month of November, we want to read through the Gospel of John together. We have designed this 
reading plan so that we have a couple of days to catch up each week – i.e. we will read 21 chapters in 30 days. 
I encourage you to share what stands out to you, what God’s Spirit makes come alive to you as you read. Let’s 
encourage one another with what we are seeing. You can share what you are learning or being reminded of on 
our webpage at: https://occweb.org/news-and-updates/reading-the-gospel-of-john/  

Don’t rush through your reading. Take time to let the text sink in.  

Hearing God’s voice with confidence takes practice. A great way to learn is through Lectio Divina, a guided 
method of Scripture meditation. Another way of expressing the same thing is Listening to and Dwelling in the 
Word. 

Here are some prayer, journaling and reflection prompts 
1. What is one word or phrase the Holy Spirit impresses on you?  

In silence meditate on that. 
2. Depending on the passage, you may find that you identify with one person in the text. 

Why is that? What about the story or the person connects with you? 
3. How does today’s reading speak to what you are experiencing in your life right now? 
4. Share what God is showing you at https://occweb.org/news-and-updates/reading-the-gospel-of-john/  
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