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Background 

This is some general background to the letter that some may find helpful 

Author Peter – that’s what the text says. Also… 
 He has seen the suffering of Jesus (1:21-24; 5:1) 
 There are similarities between the language of Acts & 1 Peter 
Some argue that the language (the style of Greek used) is too sophisticated for Peter. Acts 4:13 says that 
he was unschooled. However, that often means in the formal rabbinic schools. We you read Peter’s 
sermons in Acts, he certainly get the sense that his speech was elegant. 

Date If Peter is the author, then the letter is written prior to 64 or 65AD when Peter was martyred by Nero 
(some say as late as 68AD). Based on the onset of Nero’s persecution of the church, it would have to be 
written after 62AD. 

Where is 
it written 
from 

5:13 say that Peter was in Babylon – which is in current day Iraq. There is no indication that Peter ever 
went to Iraq. Most believe that Babylon is code for Rome – meaning what is evil. 

Who is it 
written to 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the 
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 
and Bithynia (1:1) 
 God’s elect 
 Exiled, scattered people 
 

Main 
themes 

This letter is an exhortation or appeal to socially disenfranchised Christians to stand firm with God in 
faithfulness, holiness and love. “I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is 
the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.” 5:12 
That standing firm in the truth of God may (and did) lead to suffering, but understanding persecution 
enables them to face it head on and keep walking faithfully.  
 
 
 



Central to this are three word pictures 
 Salvation. Peter uses a variety of words and phrase to describe salvation: “sprinkled with blood” 1:2; 

“ransomed” 1:18-19; “purified” 1:22; “tasted God” 2:3; “healed” 2:24; “presented before God” 3:18; 
“new birth”, “salvation”, grace” multiple times. This is absolutely foundational for Peter in standing 
firm in the face of persecution 

 Church. Peter does not use this word. He describes the people he is writing to as: the “elect” 1:1; 
“living stones” 2:5; “spiritual house” 2:5; “holy priesthood” 2:5; a “chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s special possession… the people of God” 2:9-10; “family of God” 4:17. Thy are a 
people who create a new home that is marked by love that is more significant than the oppression 
they face 

 Christian life. Grounded in their salvation in Christ and their being in relationship as God’s new 
people, their lives are marked by “hope” 1:13; “holiness” 1:14-16; “fear before God” 1:17-21; “love” 
1:22-24; and “growth” 2:1-8. Ethics for Peter is grounded in salvation, this new life in Christ.  

 

Ice Breaker 

When have you felt the most isolated, or cut off from other people…  

  (a) physically? 

  (b) emotionally? 

Group Discussion 

 Have you been to any of the places on the map? 

o If so what was your impression of the area? 

 When you hear the word “elect” or “chosen” what do you think of? 

o How would you define them? 

o Are you “elect”, “chosen”? 

 Take a look at the “I am” statements 

o Which one(s) do you resonate with? Why? 

o Which one(s) do you find it more difficult to believe? Why? 

 When you hear the word “exiles” what do you think of? 

o How would you define it? 

o Are you an “exile”? 

 Two key things that Peter addresses in this letter are: 

  (a) who we are, and the related, whose we are, and, 

  (b) how to live in hard times. 

 Do you know who you are? 

o How do you define yourself? 

 Do you know whose you are? 

o How do you define your relationship with God? 

 What do you find most difficult about living in this time? 

o What does it mean to “stand firm” in this time? 

o Why is it important to remember what our brothers and sisters in many places around the world are facing? 

Praying For One Another 

Pray that each one in your group and in your circle would stand firm in knowing who they are. 

This Week 

 Read 1 Peter – it’s good to get an overview of the entire letter. 

 Print off, read and meditate on at least one of the “I am” statements each day this week. 


