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Text 

V NET NIV 

13 Therefore, get your minds ready for action by being fully 
sober, and set your hope completely on the grace that 
will be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set 
your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 
Christ is revealed at his coming.  

14 Like obedient children, do not comply with the evil urges 
you used to follow in your ignorance, 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires 
you had when you lived in ignorance. 

15 but, like the Holy One who called you, become holy 
yourselves in all of your conduct, 

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you 
do; 

16 for it is written, “You shall be holy, because I am holy.” for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 

17 And if you address as Father the one who impartially 
judges according to each one’s work, live out the time of 
your temporary residence here in reverence. 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work 
impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in 
reverent fear. 

18 You know that from your empty way of life inherited 
from your ancestors you were ransomed—not by 
perishable things like silver or gold,  

For you know that it was not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty 
way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 

19 but by precious blood like that of an unblemished and 
spotless lamb, namely Christ. 

but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. 

20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world 
but was manifested in these last times for your sake. 

He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was 
revealed in these last times for your sake. 

21 Through him you now trust in God, who raised him from 
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 
are in God. 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the 
dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God. 

22 You have purified your souls by obeying the truth in 
order to show sincere mutual love. So love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart. 

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the 
truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love 
one another deeply, from the heart. 

23 You have been born anew, not from perishable but from 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word 
of God. 

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but 
of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of 
God. 

24 For 
“all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of 
the grass; the grass withers and the flower falls off, 

For, 
“All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the 
flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 

25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 
And this is the word that was proclaimed to you. 

but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 
And this is the word that was preached to you. 

 

  



Group Discussion 

 In verse 13 Peter has a big “therefore” – a radical call to right attitude and action.  
o What is the “therefore” there for? 
o What attitudes or actions does Peter call us to incorporate into our lives? 
o Why are these attitudes and actions essential for authentic Christian living? 
o How is God challenging you and growing you in any of these areas? 

 Read verses 18-21. In light of these verses how do you respond to statements like the following: 
o I don’t think Christians should talk about the blood of Jesus and his suffering. This topic could be offensive to 

people who are investigating the claims of Christianity. 
o I have always admired Jesus, I think he was a good man, and, a wonderful moral teacher. What I don’t get is 

why Christians think that his death 2,000 years ago makes any difference today 
o I don’t know a lot about world religions, but they all seem pretty much the same. What is unique or different 

about Christianity? 
 The root meaning of “holiness” is separation, distinction; but we often think of “holiness” as meaning “pure” or 

“better.” How might “separate” things or people also be “pure” or “better”? How might they not be? 
o Does having a “different” way of life always result in comparisons and judgments, do we think? Or could it 

not? What are the conditions for that, do we think? 
o What seems desirable about maintaining a “different” way of life? Why? What seems undesirable about it? 

Why? 
o What kind of holiness do we think the text is calling the readers to in v 16? What makes us think that?  

How are we “among” those readers? How are we not?  
How does that affect the way we read this text today? 

 Do we think of silver and gold as “perishable” or prone to decay?  
o What do we think Peter is trying to suggest by calling them that?  
o What does not decay, in this set of images, for Peter?  
o What does that tell us about the way Peter understands the hope he is encouraging these Christians to 

have? 
o How is that related to “the good news that was announced to you”? (v25). 

 “Fearing God” is a phrase that is not very popular today. 
o When you hear that phrase what comes to your mind? 
o What are some other passages that use this or similar phrases? 
o Is discipline a good thing? Why or why not? 
o How does God discipline? 

 Community vs communitas 
o Alan Hirsch calls communitas as a “community infused with a grand sense of purpose, a purpose that lies 

outside of its current reality… it describes the experience of togetherness that only really happens among a 
group of people actually engaging in a mission outside itself.” Have you ever experienced this? 

o Pastor Mike said “becoming a radical community of Christians who love each other is essential to translating 
the Gospel into life.” Why is this important? Why is this so often ignored? 

 Over the last number of months we have used the imagery of UP – IN – OUT to describe the Christian life. How do 
the three (3) questions we asked help us understand and live this out? 

IN Are you committed to becoming holy? 

 

UP Are you appropriately fearful of God? 

OUT Do you love others deeply? 

 

Praying For One Another 

Pray that each one in your group be aware of the implications of living out these questions. 

This Week 

 Read 1 Peter 2 in preparation for next week 


