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V NIV NET 
1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a 

witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory 
to be revealed:  

I, who am an elder myself, appeal to the church elders 
among you. I am a witness of Christ's sufferings, and I 
will share in the glory that will be revealed. I appeal to 
you  

2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 
watching over them—not because you must, but because 
you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing 
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 

to be shepherds of the flock that God gave you and to 
take care of it willingly, as God wants you to, and not 
unwillingly. Do your work, not for mere pay, but from a 
real desire to serve. 

3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock. 

Do not try to rule over those who have been put in your 
care, but be examples to the flock. 

4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that will never fade away. 

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the glorious crown which will never lose its brightness. 

5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves 
to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but 
shows favor to the humble.”[Proverbs 3:34] 

In the same way you younger people must submit 
yourselves to your elders. And all of you must put on 
the apron of humility, to serve one another; for the 
scripture says, “God resists the proud, but shows favor 
to the humble.” 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, 
that he may lift you up in due time. 

Humble yourselves, then, under God's mighty hand, so 
that he will lift you up in his own good time. 

7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Leave all your worries with him, because he cares for 
you. 

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

Be alert, be on watch! Your enemy, the Devil, roams 
around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to 
devour. 

9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know 
that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

9 Be firm in your faith and resist him, because you 
know that other believers in all the world are going 
through the same kind of sufferings. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

But after you have suffered for a little while, the God of 
all grace, who calls you to share his eternal glory in 
union with Christ, will himself perfect you and give you 
firmness, strength, and a sure foundation 

11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. To him be the power forever! Amen. 

12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I 
have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying 
that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 

I write you this brief letter with the help of Silas, whom 
I regard as a faithful Christian. I want to encourage you 
and give my testimony that this is the true grace of 
God. Stand firm in it. 

13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you 
her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 

Your sister church in Babylon,[a] also chosen by God, 
sends you greetings, and so does my son Mark 

14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

Greet one another with the kiss of Christian love. 
May peace be with all of you who belong to Christ. 

 



Group Discussion 

Read 1 Peter 5:1-9 
 What are elders called to do? 

o What does this look like in practice? 
 What are all of us called to do?  

o What does “submit” v5 look like? 
 Peter reminds his hearers to be sober-minded and alert or watchful.  

o Peter has given this command before (1 Peter 1:13, 4:7). Why do you think he is reemphasizing it? 
o What does it mean to be sober-minded and alert as a Christian? 
o How important is it for Christians to recognize the danger that the devil poses in their life? 
o What are some ways that we can encourage one another to be sober-minded and alert? 

 What does Peter tell us in verse 8 about who the devil is?  
o What does the name “enemy” tell us about the devil? When the adversary comes against you, who 

is your best defender? (John 8:1-11) 
o What is a lion’s intent when it goes prowling around? In what way does the devil prowl like a lion? 

What is the devil’s intent for you? (John 10:10) 
 What does Peter tell his readers to do in light of the fact that the devil is a roaring lion (verse 9)? 

o In what ways can people resist the devil? (Ephesians 6:10-18; James 4:7) 
o What does it mean to be firm in your faith? 
o How can strengthening your faith help you battle the attacks of Satan? 
o What kind of prey are most vulnerable to the attacks of a lion in the wild? Who do lions attack 

first? Is the same true for the devil? 
o What can you do to encourage each other to stand firm and resist the devil’s attacks? What is the 

greatest weapon that we have when Satan comes after us? How did Jesus use this weapon? (Luke 
4:1-13) 

 Why does Peter remind his readers about the suffering of Christians throughout the world? How can this 
reminder be a source of strength to Christians as they struggle? 

o What does Peter tell his readers about the length of their suffering? How long will Christians 
experience glory in Christ? 

o How does a reminder about the length of suffering versus the length of glory strengthen a Christian 
who is under attack? 

Read 1 Peter 5:10-14 
 Why are these appropriate words for the conclusion to the letter? 

o How do you think the recipients would feel about these words? 
o What does it mean to be restored? Made strong, firm and steadfast? 
o Who does this? 
o What is “Babylon” v13? 

Praying For One Another 

Pray that each one in your group would have boldness to proclaim the good news of Jesus, even though you 
may be persecuted as a result. Pray for those around the world who are being persecuted for their faith in 
Jesus Christ. 
 


