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Opening Questions 

 What was the gift or present that you most looked forward to when you were younger? 
 What was the gift or present that most surprized you? 

Scripture 

Isaiah 7 

V NIV MSG 

1 When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of 
Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of 
Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of 
Israel marched up to fight against 
Jerusalem, but they could not 
overpower it. 

During the time that Ahaz son of Jotham, son 
of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of 
Aram and King Pekah son of Remaliah of 
Israel attacked Jerusalem, but the attack 
sputtered out. When the Davidic government 
learned that Aram had joined forces with 
Ephraim (that is, Israel), Ahaz and his people 
were badly shaken. They shook like trees in 
the wind. 

2 Now the house of David was told, “Aram 
has allied itself with Ephraim”; so the 
hearts of Ahaz and his people were 
shaken, as the trees of the forest are 
shaken by the wind. 

3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out, 
you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet 
Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of the 
Upper Pool, on the road to the 
Launderer’s Field. 

Then God told Isaiah, “Go and meet Ahaz. 
Take your son Shear-jashub (A-Remnant-Will-
Return) with you. Meet him south of the city 
at the end of the aqueduct where it empties 
into the upper pool on the road to the public 
laundry. Tell him, Listen, calm down. Don’t be 
afraid. And don’t panic over these two burnt-
out cases, Rezin of Aram and the son of 
Remaliah. They talk big but there’s nothing to 
them. Aram, along with Ephraim’s son of 
Remaliah, have plotted to do you harm. 
They’ve conspired against you, saying, ‘Let’s 
go to war against Judah, dismember it, take it 
for ourselves, and set the son of Tabeel up as 
a puppet king over it.’ 

4 Say to him, ‘Be careful, keep calm and 
don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart 
because of these two smoldering stubs 
of firewood—because of the fierce 
anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son 
of Remaliah. 

5 Aram, Ephraim and Remaliah’s son have 
plotted your ruin, saying 

6 “Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart 
and divide it among ourselves, and make 
the son of Tabeel king over it.” 

7 Yet this is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
“‘It will not take place, it will not 
happen, 

But God, the Master, says, 
“It won’t happen. Nothing will come of it. 
Because the capital of Aram is Damascus and 
the king of Damascus is a mere man, Rezin. 
As for Ephraim, in sixty-five years it will be 
rubble, nothing left of it.  
The capital of Ephraim is Samaria, and the 
king of Samaria is the mere son of Remaliah. 

8 for the head of Aram is Damascus, and 
the head of Damascus is only Rezin. 
Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be 
too shattered to be a people. 

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the 
head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s son. 
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If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all.’” 

If you don’t take your stand in faith, you 
won’t have a leg to stand on.” 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz God spoke again to Ahaz. This time he said, 
“Ask for a sign from your God. Ask anything. 
Be extravagant. Ask for the moon!” 

11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, 
whether in the deepest depths or in the 
highest heights.” 

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not 
put the Lord to the test.” 

But Ahaz said, “I’d never do that. I’d never 
make demands like that on God!” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house 
of David! Is it not enough to try the 
patience of humans? Will you try the 
patience of my God also? 

So Isaiah told him, “Then listen to this, 
government of David! It’s bad enough that 
you make people tired with your pious, timid 
hypocrisies, but now you’re making God 
tired. So the Master is going to give you a 
sign anyway. Watch for this: A girl who is 
presently a virgin will get pregnant. She’ll 
bear a son and name him Immanuel (God-
With-Us). By the time the child is twelve 
years old, able to make moral decisions, the 
threat of war will be over. Relax, those two 
kings that have you so worried will be out of 
the picture. But also be warned: God will 
bring on you and your people and your 
government a judgment worse than anything 
since the time the kingdom split, when 
Ephraim left Judah. The king of Assyria is 
coming!” 

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel. 

15 He will be eating curds and honey when 
he knows enough to reject the wrong 
and choose the right 

16 for before the boy knows enough to 
reject the wrong and choose the right, 
the land of the two kings you dread will 
be laid waste. 

17 The Lord will bring on you and on your 
people and on the house of your father 
a time unlike any since Ephraim broke 
away from Judah—he will bring the king 
of Assyria.” 

 

Background to the Text 

 “Ahaz the son of Jotham” v1 
o Ahaz was a wicked king of Judah, worshipping other gods, even sacrificing his son to 

Molech (2 Kings 16:1-4). The only good thing Ahaz seemed to do was to father 
Hezekiah, who became a good king of Judah. 

o “He was a cowardly, superstitious and hypocritical ruler, one of the worst kings Judah 
ever had.” (Bultema) 

 “Rezin king of Syria and Pekah… king of Israel” v1 
o The alliance between these two nations and their unsuccessful attack on Jerusalem is 

described in 2 Kings 16. 
o The attack on Jerusalem was ultimately unsuccessful, but the war against Judah greatly 

weakened the kingdom southern tribes.  
2 Chronicles 28:6 documents the damage: Pekah the son of Remaliah killed 120,000 in 
Judah in one day, all valiant men, because they had abandoned the LORD God of their 



Advent 1 | 28 November 2021 | LIFEGroup notes 

fathers.  
2 Chronicles 28:5 says that the Syrian army carried away a great multitude of them as 
captives.  
The king of Israel also captured 200,000 men, women and children, but sent them back 
to Judah at the command of the prophet Oded (2 Chronicles 28:8-15). 

o As this events of this chapter unfold, the nation of Judah had faced terrible calamity 
and was devastated. As the combined armies of Israel and Syria approached Jerusalem, 
it looked like everything would be lost. Ahaz was challenged to trust God when things 
were bad, and it looked like soon, all would be lost. 

 “marched up to fight against Jerusalem, but they could not overpower it.” v3  
o How was Ahaz saved from this attack? Because he entered into an ungodly alliance 

with Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and even gave Tiglath-Pileser silver and gold that 
was found in the house of the LORD as a present to win his favor and protection (2 
Kings 16:7-9). 

o When Ahaz went to meet Tiglath-Pileser, his new master, in Damascus, he saw the 
pagan altars and places of sacrifice. He copied these designs and remodeled the 
temple of the LORD in Jerusalem after the pattern of the pagan temple and altars in 
Damascus. Ahaz is a powerful, extreme example of someone who enters into an 
ungodly alliance for “good” reasons yet becomes thoroughly corrupted and 
compromised (2 Kings 16:10-18). 

 It is important to understand that the events of this chapter happened before Ahaz made 
his final decision to put his trust in Tiglath-Pileser, king of Assyria.  
o In this chapter we are told the end result of the attack: Isaiah 7:1-2 (could not prevail 

against it). 
o Isaiah is telling us the end result before he describes his prophecy to Ahaz.  
o This disregard for chronological order may be frustrating to us but is completely 

natural to the ancient Hebrew mind. 

Thinking Through the Text 

 In v10f the Lord speaks to Ahaz and tells him to ask for a sign. 
Ahaz responds “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.” 

o Why do you think he responds this way? 
o In what way could this be interpreted as positive? 
o In what could it be seen as negative? 
o How does the Lord respond to Ahaz? Why? 

 This was not tempting or testing God in a wrong way. It is never testing God to do as He 
says, and if the LORD invites us to test Him, we should. 

o Do we sometimes reject the gracious, free gifts of God for silly and strange reasons? 
 “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try 

the patience of my God also?” v13 
o The rulers of Judah treated other people poorly, but they treated the LORD even 

more poorly.  
o Imagine what would happen if we expressed the same distrust we have towards the 

LORD towards other people. 
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 The promise is for more than just Ahaz, it is for all. The “you” in v14 is plural. 
o Why is this significant? 

 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel.” v14 

o This is one of the most famous prophecies regarding the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
in the Bible. It also illustrates a principle of prophecy, that prophecy may have both a 
near fulfillment and a far fulfillment. 

o “for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land 
of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.” v16 

o The near fulfillment of this prophecy centered around Ahaz, Jerusalem, and the 
attack from Israel and Syria. For Ahaz, the sign centered on this time span. Simply 
put, God would give Ahaz a sign that within a few years, both Israel and Syria would 
be crushed. This was a sign of deliverance to Ahaz. 

o The far or ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy goes far beyond Ahaz, to announce 
the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ. 

o We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the Holy Spirit says through 
Matthew: “’The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel’” (which means ‘God with us’).” (Matthew 1:23) 

o We know this passage speaks of Jesus because the prophecy is addressed not only to 
Ahaz, but also to David’s entire house. 

o We know this passage speaks of Jesus because it says He will be known as 
Immanuel, meaning “God with Us.” This was true of Jesus in fact, not only as a title. 
Immanuel speaks both of the deity of Jesus (God with us) and His identification and 
nearness to man (God with us). 

 In what sense, is Jesus Immanuel – GOD WITH US?  
o What is comforting about this title and role? 
o What is challenging about this title and role? 

 

 


