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Questions for reflection & discussion 
Summarize the message in your own words. 
 What stood out for you? 

Read Revelation 1:1-20 
 How do you respond to these words? 
 What resonates with you? 
 There are two main parts to this 

introduction: 
o Greetings and Doxology (Praise to God) 
o A Vision (apocalypse) of Jesus 

3 major features of this apocalypse or unveiling 
1. Voice 
 Why do you think John emphases that we 

need to hear Jesus’ voice? 
 How do we hear Jesus’ voice? 
 The description of what John sees is in the 

form of a chaism that centres attention on 
his voice. Why is this important? 
 

2. 2 Commands 
 do not be afraid (1:17) 
 look (1:7) 

 We obey the first by obeying the second  
 That is we stop being afraid,  

when we start looking  
 Or to put another way: when we are afraid,  

it means we’re not looking 
 What are the things that distract us,  

that we put our eyes on,  
rather than Jesus? 

 How, can we, how do you, keep your eyes 
looking where Jesus would have us look? 

 look – listen – live  
In what sense is this a good summary of the 
opening part of Revelation? 
 

 
 
 

3. In The Middle 

What are some of the passages in Revelation 
where Jesus is in the middle? 
 Middle of the lampstands (1:13) 
 Middle of the throne (5:6) 
 Middle of the throne (7:11, 15-17) 
 Middle of the street (22:2) 
What is the significance of seeing Jesus in the 
middle of it all? 

 For you personally? 
 For the church – both OCC & the Church 

across Canada & around the world? 
 When you read the description of the risen 

Lord Jesus in 1:12-16 
What feelings does this vision evoke in you? 
What words come to mind that describe 
this image? 

 How is this different from how many people 
normally think about (or picture) Jesus?  

 What does Jesus reveal about himself in 
1:17-18?  
What do you draw from these verses? 

 
How does… 
 setting the present moment in all of its 

uncertainty and anxiety in light of the 
unseen realities of the future 

 setting the present moment in all of its 
uncertainty and anxiety in light of the 
unseen realities of the present 

make a difference in how we read this passage? 

 

 


