
 

15 January 2023 Romans 12:1-8 

Learning to Function in the “Real World” 

occweb.org/sermons/series/growing-disciples/ 
Summary: In this in this second message pastor Mike invites listeners into an exercise. He asks us to put on 
three different lenses: a Western lens; an Eastern lens; and, the lens of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Through this 
exercise Mike shows us just how much these perspectives impact how we view the world and how we follow 
Jesus today now  

Read: Romans 12:1-8  

Big Question:  
 What does a disciple of Jesus Christ actually look like in the real world? 
 How does one actually function as a disciple of Jesus Christ, 24/7 in the real world? 

o How do you respond to those questions? 

Reflecting on Romans 12:1-2 
 What stands out to you? 
 How do you understand “conforming” to the world? 

In what ways is “confirming” being “squeezed” into the world’s mold? 
In what ways do we [personally, as God’s people] do that? 

 What does to mean to be “transformed”? 
 How are we transformed? 

What aspects of that is easy, what aspects are difficult? 
 How does Romans 12:1-2 connect to Matthew 11:28-30? 

Definition of worldview 
 A worldview is a set of presuppositions which we hold about the basic makeup of the world [The 

Universe Next Door, James Sire] 
 How do you respond to his definition? 

Basic worldview questions: 
1. what is prime reality? 
2. what does it mean to be human? 
3. what happens at death? 
4. what if anything is the basis of morality and ethics? 
5. what if anything is the meaning of history? 
6. what is wrong with us? 
7. where are we in the flow of history? 

Three worldview glasses 
As we look at these three worldviews, what do you see as the strengths and negatives of each view. 

 Western 
 Eastern  
 Gospel 

 


